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437 AprilS, 1910 

Week ended March. 19. Ranches inspected, 37. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 139. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 136. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

SAN LUIS OBISPO COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human plague in San Luis Obispo County. 
A plague-infected rodent was found January 29, 1910. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 19. Ground squirrels 
shot, 144. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologically, 144. No 
plague-infected squirrels found. 

TULARE COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Tulare County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 134. Ground squir- 
rels shot, 472; found dead, 1. Rabbits shot, 13. Examined bacte- 
riologically, 470 squirrels and 13 rabbits. No plague infection found. 

VENTURA COUNTY, CAL. 

There is no record of human or rodent plague in Ventura County. 

Week ended March 19. Ranches inspected, 6. Ground squirrels 
shot, 69; found dead, 1. Ground squirrels examined bacteriologic- 
ally, 70. No plague-infected squirrels found. 



BERIBERI IN SOUTH CAROLINA. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Sams at Charleston reports, March 27 : 

An outbreak of beriberi has occurred among the colored convicts in 
camp at Ten Mile hill, about 10 miles from Charleston, S. C. There 
have been similar cases noted twice during the last 5 years at this 
and a like camp situated about the same distance from Charleston, but 
separated from the Ten Mile hill stockade by the Ashley River. 

Through the courtesy of the attending surgeon I was permitted to 
visit the stockade to-day, examine the patients, and learn the history 
of the majority of the cases. 

The location of the stockade is on a dry, sandy elevation, well 
drained, and open to a plentiful supply of fresh air and sunshine. 
The water for drinking purposes and for bathing is a good potable 
water, the same as is piped to Charleston. Flush closets are used to 
avoid soil pollution. The sleeping quarters are in a building about 
100 by 30 feet, with high ceiling, a number of ventilators and windows, 
and a heavy wooden floor, the sleeping bunks being elevated several 
feet from the ground, open on all sides except the back, which is 
against the side of the building. Heating is by means of wood-burn- 
ing stoves. In my opinion the location is good, and accommodations 
are all that is to be desired in regard to space, ventilation, and dryness. 

The guards, who are white, occupy a part of the same building, only 
a hallway dividing their sleeping quarters from those of the convicts, 
yet their health has remained good. The food given the convicts is 
stated to be good and sufficient in quantity and quality, the usual 
cereals, fresh vegetables, meat daily, salt and fresh on alternating 
days. The guards have practically tbe same rations. 
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There are at present 31 convicts in the camp, all young adults. Of 
these 17 are ill, all taken sick within the present month, and one-half 
of this number within the last week. 

The most marked symptoms were dropsy, oedema of chest wall, and 
swollen legs. (Edematous scrotum and penis present in some in- 
stances, the penis corkscrew in shape from swelling. Some had im- 
mensely swollen abdomens and thighs. Dyspnoea was marked in the 
bad cases. All had a tired dragging gait in walking, with diminished 
or lost patellar reflex. Dilated right heart, cardiac murmurs, and 
tachycardia on exertion were also noted. No fever present nor albu- 
min in urine. Appetite remained good. No throat symptoms, but 
coated tongues in about one-third of the cases examined. No anes- 
thesia of skin. No tenderness on pressure over tibias, but "soreness 
under knees. No paralysis. The oedema had a hard, brawny feel, 
only slightly pitting on firm pressure. Patients seem to feel very ill 
and despondent. 

The history as given by them was of a sudden attack, generally 
after working in the ditches in fresh water, especially in certain locali- 
ties. First there was pain in legs, most marked under knees, a heavy 
tired feeling, so that they wanted to rest, followed by rapid swelling 
of legs, which soon spread to thighs, face, chest, etc. 

Vomiting preceded the attack in one case only. The rapidity of 
the invasion was the most noticeable feature. One case suddenly 
taken sick at work became so swollen before returning to the camp 
that the inner surfaces of the thighs became excoriated from walking. 
The case terminated fatally in 3 days. 

There have been 2 deaths during the present outbreak, apparently 
from heart paralysis. Six deaths occurred prior to these, however, 
making a total mortality of 8 since the disease was first observed. 
No paralytic or ataxic cases were noted, that stage probably not hav- 
ing been yet reached. 

The hard, brawny oedema commencing in legs, pains under knees, 
muscular weakness, diminished or absent knee jerk, no albuminuria, 
general anasarca and cardiac conditions, together with the suddenness 
of attack and rapidity of spread are, I believe, sufficiently character- 
istic of this disease to confirm the diagnosis. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Long at Columbia reports, March 30 : 

Examined 14 prisoners in state penitentiary; found 8 undoubted 
cases of beriberi. Patients had worked in drainage canals in Charles- 
ton County. No history of rice as food. 

The diagnosis of these cases was confirmed by Doctor Long and 
Dr. C. F. Williams, state health officer. 



